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Introduction 
 

This document has been produced by Lancaster & Morecambe Model Aircraft Club in order 
to assess the risks to club members and the general public from possible transmission of 
Covid-19 at the club’s flying site at Jeremy Lane, near Glasson Dock. 
 
It comprises a formal Risk Assessment, followed by an Advice Note for issue to all club 
members. It is envisaged that this will remain in force for as long as Covis-19 remains a 
significant risk in the UK, but subject to any significant changes in government guidance or 
localised restrictions. 
 
This is an updated version of the document, March 2021. Changes from the previous version 
have been highlighted in red. 
 
The Risk Assessment follows on the next page, but before reading it, it is useful to set out 
some background information about the nature of the activities carried out: 
 

 Club members attend the flying site as individuals. This is not a “group” activity or 
team sport and it is possible for a single member to attend and fly entirely on their 
own, without any interaction with other club members except to communicate their 
intentions when actively flying. It takes place entirely outdoors in open countryside. 

 Club members arrive separately at the car park at different times of day as there is 
(currently) no booking system for flying slots. This minimises the amount of contact 
that takes place on arrival and departure as it is unusual for people to arrive 
simultaneously, unless they are members of the same family. 

 After arrival, club members carry their aircraft and equipment along an access path  
to the “pits” area, where aircraft are assembled and maintained between flights 

 This pits areas is the main area where interaction between members takes place. In 
normal circumstances there will usually be conversation between two or three 
members at a time, especially where a member is seeking advice. 

 The flying activity itself takes place from a separate area, the “pilots box”. Here it is 
necessary (for normal safety reasons) for active pilots to stand close together so that 
they can communicate with each other and signal their intentions to (eg) land or 
take-off, or declare an emergency such as an engine failure. During the early phases 
of Covid-19 pilots have been required to maintain a distance of 2m from each other 
whilst in the pilots box, which is an effective precaution, but there is then a practical 
limit on how many pilots can fly simultaneously without being too far apart to 
communicate effectively and safely. 



 

 Most club members will attend the flying site for perhaps 2 to 3 hours at a time, but 
will only spend a small proportion of this time actively flying. The rest of the time is 
spent mostly in the pits area, setting up aircraft, refuelling them or recharging 
batteries, doing other maintenance, or watching others fly. 

 There is no refreshment facility and club members bring their own hot drinks etc 

 There is no shared equipment apart from the grass mower and strimmer which are 
operated by a small group of members. The clubhouse is currently kept locked and is 
not generally accessed by other members. 

 Entry to the site is controlled by a farm gate, which has to be opened and closed at 
the start and end of each flying session. The gate is also used by farm workers  and 
members of the general public as it crosses a public footpath, so is a possible source 
of cross contamination. However, as of March 2021 it has been agreed with the 
farmer that due to the poor condition of the gate it should be left open at all times, 
so there is no longer a risk from this. 

 Over 90% of the club’s membership were born before 1970 and therefore are age 50 
or over, and should have received their first Covid vaccination jab by mid April. This 
significantly reduces the infection risk level. 
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What are the hazards? Who might be harmed 
and how? 

Controls What further action needs to be 
considered?  

Who needs 
to carry out 
the action? 

When is he 
action 
needed by? 

Getting or spreading 
coronavirus by contact 
with surfaces 

Club members 
 
Users of public footpath 
 
Farm workers 

None at present, apart 
for advice to club 
members to avoid 
sharing items of 
equipment 

 Club members to be advised 
to use gloves or hand 
sanitiser before and after 
handling the entry gate 

 Mowers to be advised to 
wear gloves when accessing 
the clubhouse and operating 
the mower or strimmer 

Club 
chairman in 
advice note 
 
 
PWS via 
Mowing 
WhatsApp 
group 

Immediately 
 
 
 
 
Immediately 
 

Getting or spreading 
coronavirus by 
airborne transmission 

Club Members Social distancing rules: 
2m  distance rule is 
applicable at all times 
(Note that within the pits 
area there is an 
automatic spacing apart 
of club members due to 
the amount of 
equipment/aircraft 
carried by the average 
member) 
 
Restriction of number of 
active pilots (currently 4) 
 
Restriction of number of 

 The safe number of active 
pilots has been reviewed but 
should remain at 4 for the 
present time. Any more than 
this is likely to be a risk to 
normal flight safety as verbal 
communication would be 
difficult over a flight line that 
would be 10m or more wide 

   

 Due to reduction of infection 
risk through vaccination, the 
maximum number of 
members at the site can be 
increased to 12 

 

Club 
chairman in 
advice note 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mowing 
team 
 
 
 
 
 

Immediately 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next 
mowing 
session 
 
 
 
 



 

club members allowed at 
site (currently 10). 
 
Use of face masks is 
considered unnecessary 
as they would have 
minimal impact in an 
outdoors environment 

 Club 
chairman in 
advice note 
 

Immediately 
 

 
 
 
Assessment carried out:  22nd March 2021 
 
Assessor: Peter Sandford 
 
Approved by: Chris Edgar, Chairman and Safety Officer 
 
 
 
Note about risk levels: This risk assessment has been done in a format advised by the Health & Safety Executive for Covid-19 Risk assessments, 
issued July 2020. Some types of risk assessment also include assessment of levels of risk, and likely impact, before and after mitigation 
measures are put in place. The two hazards identified in the assessment above (transmission  by contact, and airborne transmission) would be 
classed as “very low”risk in current circumstances (March 2021), especially after the measures outlined above have been put into place. 
However, it should be noted that the level of risk will vary according to the state of the pandemic in the wider community. 
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Lancaster & Morecambe Model Aircraft Club 

Covid-19 Safety Measures, March 2021 
 
This advice note has been produced following a formal Risk Assessment of Covid-19 hazards 
for operation of the Club’s flying site at Jeremy Lane, Glasson Dock. It takes account of 
current government guidance and is intended to stay in place for the duration of the current 
pandemic unless there are any significant changes in circumstances (eg a localised 
lockdown). 
 
Changes from the previous advice note have been highlighted in red. 
 
The main risks arising from Covid-19 at our site have been identified as follows: 

 Risk of transmitting or spreading the virus by physical contact with hard surfaces, 
notably: 

o Accessing the clubhouse 
o Using the mower/strimmer  
o Sharing each other’s equipment 

 Risk of transmitting or spreading the virus by airborne transmission 
 
All club members are asked to follow the safety measures set out below: 
 

 Your decision to attend the flying site is your own and you should assess your own 
circumstances before deciding to attend the site. You do so at your own risk.   

 It is essential that all members comply with the following procedure when attending 
the flying site, which will allow us to comply with national guidance issued by BMFA: 

1) On arrival, send a text message to our Track & Trace mobile phone number 
07730 447 808 with your name followed by the word “arrival” 
2) On departure, send a similar message with your name followed by the 
word “departure” 

 Observe normal social distancing rules at all times, notably the 2m distance rule. 

 Use of face coverings is not required, as our activity takes place outdoors, but is 
optional. 

 Remember that your main purpose in attending is to fly, not to socialise. Try to 
minimise discussion within the pits area, but do still feel free to seek advice or help 
whilst still observing social distancing rules. 

 Avoid sharing items of equipment with other club members. If necessary, use 
disposable gloves and/or hand sanitiser. 

 The maximum number of members allowed at the site at any one time is 12. If you 
need to wait at the field for a “slot” to become available, do so by parking on the 
roadside grass spaces. 

 Members are encouraged to use the club’s “Flying” WhatsApp group to tell others of 
their intention to attend the flying site, but please note that this is not accessible by 
everyone and therefore cannot be used to formally reserve flying slots. 



 

 Members of the same family or household are still regarded as separate individuals 
when counting numbers on the flying field, as they each present the same level of 
risk to other people. 

 For flight safety reasons, the maximum number of pilots allowed to fly 
simultaneously is 4. Pilots must stand together in the pilots box so that they can 
communicate, but each separated by 2m distance. 

 The clubhouse remains closed except for authorised committee members (eg to use 
the mower). Make sure you bring your own first aid kit in your car or flight box. 

 DO NOT ATTEND THE FLYING SITE IF YOU ARE FEELING UNWELL OR IF YOU OR ANY 
MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD HAS POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS OF COVID 19 


